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Introduction

• Secretary of State announcement in March 2008:

– Strong regional growth on West Anglia Main Line corridor

– Need to examine the case for long-term improvements

– In addition to enhancements already committed

– Network Rail leads development in control period 4 (2009-14)

– Target delivery in control period 5 (2014-19)

• Current industry business case work led by DfT

• Support for WARG engagement at Tom Harris MP meeting 
in June 2008
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Who does what?

• DfT sets the strategy, expenditure and outputs for the railway

• DfT/Highways Agency lead for the strategic roads network

• Network Rail operates, maintains and renews the network

• Network Rail is funded in CP4 to develop schemes for CP5

• Train Operating Companies lease trains and operate services

• Rail regulated via a 5-year control period and HLOS for 2009-
14

• Industry and stakeholders have an important part to play
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Progress

• Significant cross-industry working for long-term rail options

• HA also assessing capacity options on the M11

• Progress report on road and rail due at the end of year

• Active engagement between DfT and NXEA ongoing in 
relation to HLOS capacity measures

• BAA planning application for the expansion of Stansted Airport
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Context

• Strong regional growth, set to continue in future

• Increasing crowding and relatively poor journey times

• Growth at Stansted Airport

• Route capability heavily constrained by infrastructure

• Balancing conflicting demands of different markets and 
services

• Build on committed plans for CP4

• Important planning work by Network Rail, TfL, BAA, HA, etc.
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Objectives

• Capacity for growth in regional passenger markets

• Faster journey times between London and longer distance 
growth markets

• TfL aspiration for 4 trains per hour at London stations to 
support regeneration in the Lea Valley

• Capacity to cope with the potential expansion of Stansted, and 
offer extended hours of train services to the airport

• Regular path for freight trains

• Enable the railway to perform reliably and consistently
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